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Southern’s School of Social Work is partnering with the
Chattanooga Eviction Prevention Program to provide
free legal assistance to those in the local community
who are facing eviction. The COVID-19 pandemic has
made it increasingly difficult for people to afford
housing costs due to loss of work or unexpected
expenses. This advisory service, funded by the 2020
CARES Act and spearheaded by the Chattanooga
Community Foundation, helps individuals and families
obtain financial resources to stay in their current
residences or find new places to live if they have
already been evicted.  
In May, the program reached out to the School of
Social Work for help with social services and case
management. Graduate students Elizabeth Riley, ’20,
and Susan Yates, ’20, became case manager interns
for the nonprofit project.  
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“One of the first clients I worked with had a daughter
on hospice with a prognosis of six months,” Riley said.
“When they were evicted, they had to live at an
extended-stay hotel. Walking through that process with
this mom and seeing the struggles that she faced was
eye-opening and heartbreaking. These cases serve as a
reminder of how far we have to go in reforming issues
in the system. I love working for these families, and I
am amazed by their tenacity, perseverance, and grit.”  
In addition to providing interns, the School of Social
Work is tracking the program’s effectiveness and
experiences through a research project. Professor
Kristie (Young) Wilder, ’03, JD, is working with Riley to
conduct and analyze qualitative interviews with tenants,
landlords, and court watchers who take notes during
the cases. Goals include a better understanding of the
barriers to gaining housing security and the difference it
makes when someone has both an attorney and a
social worker on the case. Ultimately, Wilder and her
team will make policy recommendations for better
housing both locally and statewide.  
“The program is a tangible way for Southern to spread
the gospel in the community and live out our values,”
Wilder said. “This is changing the court experience for
people and allowing their voices to be heard. It is
important for our university to continue building these
positive relationships with the greater Chattanooga
community so that we can demonstrate how a faith-
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Plans for Winter 2021
With the Fall 2020 semester successfully completed, thoughts turn to Winter 2021.
As announced earlier this fall, the academic calendar has been adjusted to allow the
semester to begin as safely as possible, with classes beginning on January 19. We
look forward to having students back on campus for another successful, in-person
semester. At this point, we anticipate the majority of our safety precautions to remain
unchanged for the winter semester, although university administration continues to
monitor CDC COVID-19 guidelines and will make adjustments as necessary. Please
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visit southern.edu/coronavirus periodically for the latest updates, and we solicit your
prayers as we continue to place a priority on the safety of students and employees.
Keeping Christ in Christmas
Students and Employees Share Their Tips and Traditions 
 
The hustle and bustle of the holiday season can distract from the heart of Christmas––the
miraculous birth of our Savior Jesus. Students, staff, and professors in Hackman Hall,
home of Southern’s School of Religion, share their tips and traditions for keeping Christ in
Christmas: 
“Using the nativity set as part of our decorations, reading the Christmas story during our
get-togethers, and going to the Christmas Eve service at church before having our annual
Christmas Eve supper are all ways that my family focuses on the gift of Jesus Christ and
our salvation during this time of the year.”
– Janita Herod, School of Religion office manager
“Nothing draws me to Jesus during the holidays like the words and melody of ‘O, Holy
Night.’ The gift of the nativity comes alive for me through many Christmas carols and
hymns, which I enjoy in the car and office as well as at home during the months of
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November and December. The songs keep turning my heart and mind back to the real
reason for the season.”
 – Tina Smith, biblical counseling graduate student
“I come from a Brazilian background where Christmas is the main holiday, a time when
people stop working to rest and spend time with family through the start of a new year.
Whenever our family gathers during these months, we include a short time of worship.
Amid the more materialistic traditions of buying and receiving gifts, we read Bible passages
and share devotionals to make Jesus the center of each and every celebration.”
– Wilson Paroschi, professor in the School of Religion
“Philippians 2 talks about how Jesus, being of the very nature of God, did not consider
using His equality with God for His own advantage but rather made Himself a servant. I
think that’s important to keep in mind, especially since Christmas can become more about
stuff and self. We can model Jesus by giving what we have to help others. I invite Him to
be in my mind and steer my thoughts so that I can be like Him and help bring others closer
to Him.”
– David Glenn, junior religious education major
“During the holidays, I enjoy biblical journaling. With time away from the classroom, I read
through a book of the Bible and write down what God is saying to me. Kind of like a special
anniversary or get-away weekend, this season gives God and me extra time together. On
Christmas morning I always wake up early and remind myself of that greatest gift, the One
whom 2 Corinthians 9:15 calls ‘God’s most amazing gift.’”
– David Hartman, associate professor in the School of Religion
Compiled by Olivia Fisher
Info for Parents
The Info for Parents booklet contains a wealth of information designed with you in
mind. The question-and-answer format provides quick access to details about parent
involvement, academic programs and services, spiritual environment, residence hall
life, student support, finances, and campus life. The book is available online at
southern.edu/parents. Additional resources such as the Student Handbook
(southern.edu/studenthandbook) and Southern's calendar (southern.edu/calendar)
are also available. 
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Check out the Fall Week of Prayer album on Flickr, here!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Dear Parent,  
Thank you for reading Panorama this semester. We are grateful for each one of you
and your part in making Southern a great place to be. We hope that you enjoy the
Christmas season and have a time full of peace, joy, and cheer.  
Look for the next edition of ePanorama in February 2021. 
Your thoughts and feedback are valuable! Email southernparents@southern.edu or
call 423.236.2581 with your comments or questions.  
Thank you!  
Madison Reinschmidt, sophomore mass communication major 
Panorama Editor
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